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Untitled, 2016 AT, 2016
oil on canvas i THI v 25
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Abstract color fields, mountains, and romantically wild waterfalls characterize Herbert
Brandl's current pictorial program. The artistic gesture and colors challenge the subject,
clouding up and breaking down the picture’s naturalism. His painting oscillates between
sweeping brushstrokes and a sensitive rubbing of paint on the picture plane, between traces
of eruptions and ethereal, atmospheric mist.
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Brandl’s current Yangtze River pictures demonstrate the soft, calming side of his painting.
The river forms an internal zone of shimmering light surrounded by soft dark hills. The
humidity permeating the space of the landscape is transformed into a painterly sfumato. The
Yangtze series was inspired by the three gorges of the Yellow River, which had to yield to a
gigantic dam project.
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Structured like a series of film frames, the images become increasingly permeated with blue.
The Yellow River, which actually has brownish water, is thus gradually transformed into a

romantic mountain and lake landscape with an Alpine flair.

Florian Steininger
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Untitled, 2013 MEAERE, 2013
oil on canvas A T 2
150 x 190 cm 150 x 190 cm
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HERBERT BRANDL was born in 1959 in Graz; he
lives and works in Vienna. In 2004, he became a
professor at the Academy of Art in Disseldorf. In
1989 he took part in the 20th Sdo Paulo Biennale, in
1992 he participated in the Documenta IX in Kassel,
and in 2007 he represented Austria at the 52nd
Venice Biennale.

Selected Exhibitions: 1991 Kunsthalle Bern,
Switzerland; Museum van Hedendaagse Kunst,
Ghent. Belgium;1994 Museum Haus Esters, Krefeld,
Germany;1998 Wiener Secession, Vienna, Austria;
1999 Kunsthalle Basel, Switzerland; 2002
Kunstlerhaus Graz and Neue Galerie am
Landesmuseum Joanneum, Graz, Austria; 2004
Pintura, Museu Serralves, Porto, Portugal / Malerei,
ZKM Zentrum fur Kunst und Medientechnologie,
Karlsruhe, Germany; 2005 Expo 2005, Aichi, Japan;
2009 Deichtorhallen, Hamburg, Germany; 2010
Albertina, Vienna, Austria; 2012 Bank Austria
Kunstforum, Vienna, Austria; EUROPA. Die Zukunft
der Geschichte, Kunsthaus Zirich, Ziirich,
Switzerland
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