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Last Words

LastLast Words is a four-minute length video artwork recording the 
reading performance of an excerpt on love from Ibn Arabi’s 
Meccan Revelations. Throughout the video, the reading           
performance is made difficult or impossible due to the                 
solidification of wax being poured over the text. The performer     
– off screen – is caught into a race against time. Trying to read as 
much words as possible before the rapid progress of wax. 
TowardToward the end of the video, the reading is abruptly interrupted 
as the text is now blurred on its entirety. Content is deliberately 
concealed. We can but stumble against a white opaque screen 
that acts like an allegory of the never-ending flow of                       
information and saturated images washing over the real.
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Nicène Kossentini
Artist Statement

NicèneNicène Kossentini was born in Sfax, Tunisia and currently lives and 
works between Tunis and Paris. Her videos, photographs, sculptures 
and drawings call into question the image and its meaning within       
contemporary visual culture. In this perspective, she always slips down 
the quest of aesthetic, beauty and poetry to confront cold violence.

EachEach of her works is an invitation to experience a symbiosis with a 
space of life that is both close and uncertain. Playing with black and 
white contrasts and zones of semi-visibility, Kossentini creates singular 
and minimalist environments. Her photographs and videos track the 
traces of sites and faces on the verge of    disappearance, hypnotizing 
the spectator looking forward to an imminent event. The voluntarily 
slow movement of her videos    restores the phenomenological dimen-
sionsion of time to suggest a better sense of place, rendering it strangely 
enigmatic. 

Kossentini’s artistic research has established a work process that      
conjures a conglomeration of dichotomies; presence and absence,      
kindred and foreign, legible and visible. Her works are a contemplation 
of a phantom space, the in-between margin of dual spaces; a            
conglomerate of thingness and nothingness. She explores this very 
margin where the three components –her ancestry, language and    
birthplace- exist.

NicèneNicène Kossentini’s work has been exhibited in several international in-
stitutions including the MMK Museum für Moderne Kunst in Frankfurt, 
Germany; Gwangju Museum of Art in Gwangju, South Korea; The Na-
tional Museum of Bahrain in Manama, Bahrain; Pori Art Museum in Fin-
land; Museum of Tunis and Kheireddine Palace in Tunis, Tunisia; 
Museo Arte    Contemporanea in Ticino, Switzerland; National Centre 
for Contemporary Arts in Moscow, Russia; Museum of Contemporary 
Art of Algiers in Algeria and at the Circulo de Bellas Artes in Madrid, 
Spain.
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